
The 13th Sunday after Pentecost 
Sunday, August 23rd, 2026 

 
In Isaiah the people are advised to look to their spiritual ancestors as the rock from which they 
were hewn. Jesus declares that the church will be built on the rock of Peter’s bold confession of 

faith. God’s word of reconciliation and God’s mercy are keys to the church’s mission. Paul 
urges us to not be conformed to this world but to offer our bodies as a living sacrifice, using our 
individual gifts to build up the body of Christ. From the table we go forth to offer our spiritual 

worship through word and deed. 
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GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THE CHURCH CONFESSES: FOR SELF-PRESERVATION 
From Meta Herrick Carlson’s “Speak It Plain” 
 
Living God, we have come to offer public apology… 
Merciful God,  

you put on flesh and lived among us,  
showing all of creation how  
to hold this world lightly,  
to lose ourselves,  
to trust that death is not the end after all. 
And yet we struggle 
to practice what we preach,  
hiding behind locked doors,  
frozen by fear of loss and change. 

 
We confess… Have mercy on us, O God. [5x when cued] 
 
We confess that we prefer our slow denial and dissolution…  
But if you let go of this life for my sake, you will finally find it.  
Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN     ELW 770 
Give Me Jesus 
 
GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life. Be our strong 
foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 51:1-6 
 1 Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, 
  you who seek the Lord. 
 Look to the rock from which you were hewn 
  and to the quarry from which you were dug. 
 2 Look to Abraham your father 
  and to Sarah, who bore you, 
 for he was but one when I called him, 
  but I blessed him and made him many. 
 3 For the Lord will comfort Zion; 



  he will comfort all her waste places 
 and will make her wilderness like Eden, 
  her desert like the garden of the Lord; 
 joy and gladness will be found in her, 
  thanksgiving and the voice of song. 
 
 4 Listen to me, my people, 
  and give heed to me, my nation, 
 for a teaching will go out from me 
  and my justice for a light to the peoples. 
 5 I will bring near my deliverance swiftly; 
  my salvation has gone out, 
  and my arms will rule the peoples; 
 the coastlands wait for me, 
  and for my arm they hope. 
 6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens 
  and look at the earth beneath, 
 for the heavens will vanish like smoke, 
  the earth will wear out like a garment, 
  and those who live on it will die like gnats, 
 but my salvation will be forever, 
  and my deliverance will never be ended. 
 
Word of God. Word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 138 
Please read responsively. 
 1 I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart; 
  before the gods I will sing your praise. 
 2 I will bow down toward your holy temple  

and praise your name,  
because of your steadfast love and faithfulness; 

  for you have glorified your name  
and your word above all things. 

 3 When I called, you answered me; 
  you increased my strength within me. 
 4 All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O Lord, 
  when they have heard the words of your mouth.  
 5 They will sing of the ways of the Lord, 
  that great is the glory of the Lord. 
 6 The Lord is high, yet cares for the lowly, 
  perceiving the haughty from afar. 
 7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; 
  you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies;  

your right hand shall save me. 
 8 You will make good your purpose for me; 
  O Lord, your steadfast love endures forever;  

do not abandon the works of your hands. 
 
 
 



SECOND READING: Romans 12:1-8 
1 I appeal to you therefore, [siblings], on the basis of God’s mercy, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, 
holy and acceptable to God, which is your reasonable act of worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this age, but be 
transformed by the renewing of the mind, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and 
acceptable and perfect. 
  3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you 
ought to think but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has 
assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members and not all the members have the same function, 5 so we, 
who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. 6 We have gifts that 
differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7 ministry, in ministering; the teacher, 
in teaching; 8 the encourager, in encouragement; the giver, in sincerity; the leader, in diligence; the 
compassionate, in cheerfulness. 
 
Word of God. Word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 16:13-20 
The holy gospel according to Matthew.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living 
God,” and Jesus responds with the promise of a church that will overcome the very gates of Hades. 
 
The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY     ELW 597 
My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,   
born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontious Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  
And also with you.  

 
MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 
OFFERING       ELW 692 
We Are an Offering 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray.  
Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole creation. 
Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now 
to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
…Together as the body of Christ,  
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes:  
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
…We await his coming,  
when, with the world made perfect through your wisdom,  
all our sins and sorrows will be no more.  
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
…Nurture in us the fruits of the Spirit, 
that we may be a living tree, sharing your bounty with all the world. 
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
…all glory and honor is yours, O God, O Living One,  
with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 



LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those  
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
COMMUNION HYMNS    ELW 654 & 623 
 
BLESSING 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
Let us pray.  
Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine, our hearts are filled with the abundance of 
your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared 
with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
BENEDICTION 
 
BACKPACK BLESSING 
 
SENDING HYMN      ELW 576 
We Are All One in Mission 
 
SENDING 
Go in peace. Be transformed. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Thank you, worship leaders! 
Pastor: Rev. Deb Mechler 
Greeter/Usher: Tim Kass 
Accompanist: Pixie Balt 
Reader: Peg McAllister 
Communion Assistant: Mark Catton  
Altar Guild: Kay Michaelson 
Audio/Visual: Tim Kass & Kay Michaelson 
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