The 15™ Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, September 6, 2026

Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words in today's gospel are
often used in situations having to do with church discipline. The prophet Ezekiel tells of
warning the wicked to turn from their ways, and Paul reminds us that love is the fulfilling of the
law. We gather in the name of Christ, assured that he is present among us with gifts of peace
and reconciliation.
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GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE CHURCH CONFESSES: FOR SELF-PRESERVATION
From Meta Herrick Carlson’s “Speak It Plain”

Living God, we have come to offer public apology...
Merciful God,
you put on flesh and lived among us,
showing all of creation how
to hold this world lightly,
to lose ourselves,
to trust that death is not the end after all.
And yet we struggle
to practice what we preach,
hiding behind locked doors,
frozen by fear of loss and change.

We confess... Have mercy on us, O God. [5x when cued]

We confess that we prefer our slow denial and dissolution...
But if you let go of this life for my sake, you will finally find it.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN ELW 470
Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your help, we mortals will
fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

that we may be a living tree, sharing your bounty with all the world.

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 33:7-11

7 So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you
shall give them warning from me. ® If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not
speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will
require at your hand. ° But if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways and they do not turn from their ways,
the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life.

1Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said: “Our transgressions and our sins weigh



upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?” !! Say to them: As I live, says the
Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked but that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn
back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel?

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 119:33-40
Please read responsively.
33 Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes,
and I shall keep it to the end.
34 Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching;
I shall keep it with all my heart.
3% Lead me in the path of your commandments,
for that is my desire.
3% Incline my heart to your decrees
and not to unjust gain.
37 Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood;
give me life in your way.
38 Fulfill your promise to your servant,
which is for those who fear you.
39 Turn away the reproach that I dread,
because your judgments are good.
‘0 Behold, I long for your commandments;
by your righteousness enliven me.

SECOND READING: Romans 13:8-14

8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. ® The
commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; you shall not murder; you shall not steal; you shall not covet,”
and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” '° Love
does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.

! Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake from sleep. For
salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 2 the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us
then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; '* let us walk decently as in the day, not in
reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. '* Instead, put on
the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: Matthew 18:15-20
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] '* “If your [sibling] sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two of you
are alone. If you are listened to, you have regained that one. '® But if you are not listened to, take one or two
others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. !’ If that
person refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church, and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let
such a one be to you as a gentile and a tax collector. '® Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. ' Again, truly I tell you, if two of



you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 2° For where two or
three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 603
God, When Human Bonds Are Broken

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontious Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

OFFERING ELW 522
As We Gather at Your Table

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole creation.
Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now
to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

... Together as the body of Christ,

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

...We await his coming,

when, with the world made perfect through your wisdom,
all our sins and sorrows will be no more.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

...Nurture in us the fruits of the Spirit,

...all glory and honor is yours, O God, O Living One,
with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNION HYMNS ELW 836 & 731
BLESSING

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.



Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine, our hearts are filled with the abundance of
your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared
with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BENEDICTION
SENDING HYMN ELW 543
Go, My Children, with My Blessing
SENDING
Go in peace. Love one another.
Thanks be to God.

Thank you, worship leaders!

Greeter/Usher: Tim Kass

Accompanist: Gail Kass

Reader: Nathan Summerside

Communion Assistant: Nathan Summerside

Altar Guild: Kay Michaelson, John & Peg McAllister
Livestream: Bailey Quanbeck

Audio/Visual: Tim Kass & Kay Michaelson

Bulletin Art: Angela Catton

_________ Announcements = = = = = & = =-

God’s Work Our Hands! Next Sunday, September 13", come worship together and serve the community.
Worship will include a hand blessing before you bake and deliver cookies to local first responders and nurses.

Give a Leg Up! Help support local elementary student needs by donating elastic-waist pants and leggings in
sizes XS, small, and medium. Drop your donations in the designated bin by September 13,

Confirmation Begins! Confirmation classes for 6"-9" grade students begin on Wednesday, September 16", at
7pm in Room 105. Mentors are expected to attend this first class with their mentees! This year students will be
focusing on what it means to live out their faith through worship, proclamation, service, being in community,
and striving for justice & peace.
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